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Upcoming Events 
Aug 26th – Kirksville TKD Tournament – Kirksville, MO Nov 16th Axe TKD Black Belt Testing – Youth Center 

Sep 9th – Promotion Testing - Broomfield, CO Nov 23rd – No Class Youth Center Closed - Thanksgiving 

Sep 16th – Martin’s TKD Tournament – Casper, WY Dec 16th – Black Belt Holiday Luncheon 

Oct 7th – USTF Breaking Seminar – Kirksville, MO Dec 21st - Class Holiday Party – Chili Contest 

Nov 14th Axe TKD Color Belt Testing – Youth Center Dec 28th-30th – No Classes Holiday Break 

 
Farewell 
We said goodbye this 
month to Ms. Marie 
Lutzová who has 
moved to the state of 
Georgia.  Ms. Lutzová is 
from the Czech 
Republic and plans to 
visit our school when 
her time in Georgia is 
over.  Before she left 
Ms. Lutzová tested and 
was promoted to 1st 
degree black belt.   
 
Promotion Testing – Thursday – August 10th 
The color belt and black belt testing was a great 
success.  Thank you to all that were ready to go at the 
start time.  Everything was set up; let’s start that 
tradition for future testings!  There will be an article in 
the USTF Flash with a few pictures.  In addition, 
pictures will be loaded to our Facebook page.  We had 
a total of twenty-two students testing from White Belt 
Yellow Stripe through Third Degree Black Belt.  
Congratulations to all! 
 
Kirksville Taekwon-Do Tournament: August 26th 
Calling all color belts!: 
We would like more 
color belts to attend the 
Kirksville tournament 
August 26th!  
Tournaments provide 
students with a safe 
environment to grow in 
their skills in TKD.  
Because it is less than 5 
hours away, students can 
travel down, compete 
and return that 
afternoon.  In addition, we provide chaperones for 
students who travel without parents.  We will be 
sending out more information about the tournament 

soon.  Please discuss this with your student and 
consider this opportunity!  
  
Black Belt Testing – Colorado , by Sr. Master Todd 
On September 9th, Mr. Bushor will 
be testing for 7th degree black belt, 
which will also promote him to 
master instructor status.  There will 
be a large black belt testing at USTF 
Headquarters with people being 
promoted to 9th degree, 8th degree 
and several testing for 7th degree and below.  Sr. Grand  
Master Sereff will lead this event.  I am honored to have 
my student, Mr. Bushor testing in front of Sr. Grand 
Master Sereff and the other Grand Masters.  This event 
is open to all and I would invite as many as possible to 
attend and witness this testing.  We will have a 
celebration here in Nebraska, potentially on Saturday, 
September 23rd so everyone can join in celebrating this 
event with Mr. Bushor and Axe Taekwon-Do. 
 
Wyoming TKD Tournament: 
Hosted by Casper Taekwon-Do and 
Grand Master Martin.  This is the 18th 
Annual tournament on September 
16th, 2017.  We will plan rooms and 
rides for all interested.  Due to 
distance, we will leave on Friday and 
return Sunday.  The registration flyer is available at 
www.axetkd.com.  We will send home a letter with the 
registration form soon.  This is an excellent event and 
we try to take students to support this event.  Grand 
Master Martin always brings students to our 
tournament so it is important we show him the same 
support.  
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF//Tournaments/Casper
2017.pdf 
 
Breaking Seminar – Kirksville, Missouri 
On Saturday, October 7th, Kirksville TKD will be hosting 
the USTF Breaking Seminar taught by Sr. Master Todd.  
This event is open to all ages and ranks that are yellow 
belt green stripe and above.  For black belts this will 
also provide you with 8 hours of continuing education.  
All black belts must complete at least 8 hours of 

http://www.axetkd.com/
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/Tournaments/Casper2017.pdf
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2 

continuing education every year to be considered 
promotion eligible.  The flyer for this event is located 
on our website at:   
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/Event/MOFlyer.pdf 
Registration:  
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/Event/Registration-
Release.pdf 
 
In 2018!!  Sereff World Camp  
We will have the flyers sent home soon.  This is a great 
summer camp and is a full week immersed in Taekwon-
Do while training in the mountains of Colorado.  Our 
goal as a class is to send at least a dozen students every 
camp.  This camp is held every other year.  We will be 
discussing more in-depth in class and I will schedule a 
meeting for any parents with questions. Please visit 
www.axetkd.com to download the flyer and 
registration form.   
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/Event/USTFCamp2018.
pdf 
  
Student Article:  by Ms. Brianna Grant, 1st degree 
black belt 
     I am submitting my 
article about an event 
that actually happened 
several weeks ago in 
June, but what I learned 
from it has stuck with me.  
      Sr. Master Todd 
needed to meet with all 
the black belts going to Nationals. I unfortunately could 
not go, so I was expecting to stretch out or practice 
patterns on the side. To my surprise, Sr. Master Todd 
called on me to lead the class. I was not teaching, just 
taking everyone through stretching, kicks, and 
patterns. However, even that proved to be more of a 
mental workout than I could have imagined. 
     The stretching out was simple enough. When we 
transitioned to kicks, though, that was where my brain 
started malfunctioning a little bit. I would tell everyone 
that we were going to do side-piercing kick, and then 
remember that white belts do not know that kick yet.  I 
would tell them to do front snap kick and then tell 
everyone on the next kick that we would do high 
kick…only to remember that only green stripes and 
above know that kick. I would try to give the ranks 
different kicks, and then remember that the yellow 
stripes have been doing the same kick for 10 minutes 
now and probably want to practice something 
different. I was amazed at how much of a challenge it 
was to make sure that I gave out the right techniques to 
the right ranks.  
     It only got worse as we went into patterns. I would 
see looks of confusion on people’s faces as I told all the 

blue belts to do Toi-Gye, forgetting that Toi-Gye is a red 
stripe pattern. On the other hand, if I told all the green 
belts to do Won-Hyo, I would be reminded that not all 
the green belts have learned all of Won-Hyo yet.  
     I was very relieved when the meeting was over and 
Sr. Master Todd took back the class. In addition, I was 
struck by the realization that he goes through this 
every time he leads our class. I remember thinking, 
“That was so hard! But he does this every class night!” 
Very rarely does he make a mistake because he has 
been teaching and passing on the art of Taekwon-Do 
for almost all his life. For only 30 minutes, I was 
mentally falling apart, whereas he teaches everyone 
every class night for hours.  
     That night truly made me grateful for all that, our 
instructors have done for us. I am grateful that we have 
not just one, but several senior black belts in our school 
who give of their time and efforts every week to teach 
us how to keep our loved ones and ourselves safe. They 
point out what we need to correct, but they encourage 
us to try harder, and to reach a new point of success 
every class. I feel very blessed to be in Axe Taekwon-Do 
under Sr. Master Todd. In addition, I will keep 
attending class so that I can pass on what he 
teaches…and so that I will not be so mentally worn out! 
 
The Founder of Taekwon-Do:  by Sr. Master Todd 
What do you really know 
about the Founder of 
Taekwon-Do, General Choi 
Hong Hi?  I am presenting this 
history in the next few 
newsletters due to the size of 
the article.  Here is an 
abbreviated history of General 
Choi from his Encyclopedia of 
Taekwon-Do. 
 
Part 3 
Gen. Choi returned to Korea as 
the Director of Intelligence of the Korean Army. Later 
that same year, he assumed command of the Combat 
Armed Command with direction of the infantry, 
artillery, armored, signal and aviation schools. 
 
The years 1961 through 1962 were the years of 
maturation for both Choi's military career and 
Taekwon-Do, with the command of the largest training 
centers in Korea and the newly assigned command of 
the 6th Army Corps.  Taekwon-Do spread like wildfire, 
not only to the Korean civilian and military population 
but also to U.S. soldiers of the 7th Infantry division, 
which was under his operational control. Through his 
students, Taekwon-Do was even introduced to the 
greatest military academy in the world, West Point. 

General Choi Hong Hi 
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1962, Choi was appointed as Ambassador to Malaysia 
where, as a dedicated missionary of Taekwon-Do. In 
1963, the Taekwon-Do Association of Malaysia was 
formed and reached 
National acceptance when the art was demonstrated at 
the Merdeka Stadium at the request of the Prime 
Min1ster, Tunku Abdul Rhaman.  In June of 1963, two 
important milestones took place; the famous 
demonstration at the United Nations building in New 
York, and the introduction of Taekwon-Do to the 
Armed Forces of Vietnam under Major Nam Tae Hi. In 
February of the following year, a Taekwon-Do 
Association was formed in Singapore and the 
groundwork was laid for forming associations in the 
outer reaches of Brunei.   
 
In 1965 Ambassador Choi, retired two star general, was 
appointed by the Government of the Republic of Korea 
to lead a goodwill mission to West Germany. Italy, 
Turkey, United Arab Republic, Malaysia, and Singapore. 
This trip is significant in that the Ambassador for the 
first time in Korean history declared Taekwon-Do as 
the national martial art of Korea.  This was the basis not 
only for establishing Taekwon· Do Associations in 
these countries but also the formation of the 
International Taekwon-Do Federation as it is known 
today. In 1966 the dream of the sickly young student of 
calligraphy, who rose to ambassador and the 
association president of the most respected martial art 
in the world, came true.  
 
On 22nd of March, the International Taekwon-Do 
Federation was formed with associations in Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Singapore, West Germany, the United States, 
Turkey, Italy, the United Arab Republic and Korea. 
 
In 1967, the father of Taekwon-Do received the first 
Class Distinguished Service Medal from the 
Government of Vietnam and he helped to form the 
Korea -Vietnam Taekwon-Do Foundation, presided by 
Gen. Tran Van Dong. That same year the Hong Kong 
Taekwon-Do Association was formed. In August, Choi 
visited the All American Taekwon-Do tournament held 
in Chicago. Illinois, where he discussed expansion, 
unification and the policy of the United States 
Taekwon-Do Association with leading instructors. This 
visit led to the formal establishment of the U.S. 
Taekwon-Do Association in Washington, D.C. on 
November 26, 1967.  During this visit, Choi also met 
with Robert Watson, fourth degree black belt and one 
of the foremost American authorities on Taekwon-Do, 
to lay the groundwork for a new edition of a book on 
Taekwon-Do. 
 

More history of General Choi will be presented in 
future newsletters. 

General Choi Hong Hi and Sr. Grand Master Charles Sereff 
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