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Calendar Dates 

• May 26th—Axe TKD Testing 

• Jun 19-24—Sereff World Camp 

• Aug 25th—Axe TKD Testing 

• Aug 27th - Tournament—MO 

• Sep 17th—Tournament—WY 

• Oct 15th—Referee Seminar—
CO 

• Oct 16th—Tournament—CO 

• Nov 17th—Axe TKD Testing 

Birthdays in May 

Happy birthday to the following students 
of Axe Taekwon–Do:  Mr. Blasey, Mrs. 
Ragone, Mr. Ostrander, Mr. May, M., and 
Mrs. House, .  Please email Grand Master 
Todd at ustfneb@cox.net if your name is 
not listed. 
 
 

USTF Technical Seminar — Thornton, Colorado: 
The USTF Technical Seminar was held at the Thornton Community 
Center on April 23rd.  The seminar was hosted by USTF Head-
quarters and will be taught by the USTF Technical Director, Grand 
Master Winegar.   The following students attended:  Grand Master 
Todd, Master Bushor, Mrs. Ragone, Mr. Toppi, Mrs. Buckley, Mr. 
Buckley, Ms. Chamberlin, Mrs. Duralia, Mrs. Chamberlin, Ms. 
Grant, Ms. Buckley, Ms. McDermott, and Ms. Lewis.  This course 
provided 8 hours of continuing education. 
 
Passing of Sr. Grand Master Sereff—December 8, 1933-April 18, 
2022, by Grand Master Todd. 

The founder of the USTF, Sr. Grand 
Master Sereff passed recently.  Sadly 
this occurred prior to the USTF 
Technical course.  I have been asso-
ciated with Sr. Grand Master Sereff 
since 1982 when I joined Taekwon-
Do.  He was always there for me   
anywhere I traveled and taught 
throughout the world.  He and Grand 
Master Sereff formed a formidable 
team in running the USTF and Sereff 
Taekwon-Do.   
 
I was honored to be a pall bearer at 
his funeral on April 24th in           

Colorado.  There was a great gathering of friends, family and for-
mer students to pay tribute to a great Taekwon-Do leader.  The day 
to day operations of the USTF will continue under the leadership of 
Grand Master Sereff, she has been doing this for many years.  The 
legacy of Taekwon-Do as established by Sr. Grand Master Sereff 
will continue through the USTF, the Regional Directors, State Di-
rectors, Instructors and students.  This is how we can pay our re-
spects to Sr. Grand Master Sereff. 
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Promotion Testing—Axe Taekwon-Do: 
Testing will be held at the Youth Center on May 26th.  
Test forms will be handed out asap.  There are no black 
belts testing during this test.  Future promotion testing will 
be held in late August and in late November.  In August 
eligible for testing will be Mr. Garber, D. and Ms. McDer-
mott for 2nd degree black belt.  November will be a large 

testing hopefully.  Eligible will be to 4th degree black belt: Mrs. Duralia, Mrs. Chamberlin & 
Ms. Grant.  3rd degree black belt will be Mr. Garber, A., and Mr. Matos.  There may be others 
depending on attendance. 
 
Sereff World Camp—June 19th—June 24th: 

I sent in 21 camp registrations for the following students to 
attend camp this year.  Grand Master Todd, Mrs. Ragone, Ms. 
Ragone, Ms. Grant, Mrs. Lewis, Ms. Kelly, Mrs. Kelly, Mr. 
Kelly, Ms. House, J., Ms. House, E., Mrs. House, Mr. House, 
Mrs. Buckley, Mr. Buckley, Ms. Buckley, Mr. Toppi, Mr. 
Palmer, Mr. Garber, A., Mr. Garber, D. Mr. Callison, and Mr. 
Jensen.  
 
We will meet as the time approaches.  The camp starts on 
Sunday, June 19th and ends on Friday, June 24th.  We 
will need to be at USTF HQ in Broomfield, Colorado by 1230 
on Sunday.  From there we caravan to the camp.  We will dis-
cuss rides, etc., soon. 
 

 
USTF Tournament—Kirksville, Missouri: 
More information coming soon for a August 27th, 2022 
tournament in Kirksville, Missouri.  We always send a 
strong contingent of students to this event.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

USTF Tournament—Casper, Wyoming: 
The 22nd Annual Wyoming tournament will be held September 17, 2022 in 
Casper, Wyoming.  We typically send students to this tournament and the 
event Sparring, Patterns and a Team Breaking Division.  You can read the 
flyer and registration information at: http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/
WyInvit2022.pdf 
 
  

 
    
 
 

http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/WyInvit2022.pdf
http://www.axetkd.com/PDF/WyInvit2022.pdf
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USTF Referee Seminar—Broomfield, Colorado: 
Grand Master Todd will teach a USTF Referee Seminar at Sereff Taekwon-Do in 
Broomfield on Saturday, October 15th, 2022.  This will be held the day before the 
Sereff Tournament.  More information soon. 
 
USTF Tournament—Broomfield, Colorado: 

The Annual Sereff Taekwon-Do tournament will be held October 16th, 2022 in Broomfield, Col-
orado.  This is the largest event for tournaments and we typically send most of our students to this 
event.  More on this later.   
 

USTF Dress & Appearance—Continued from last month 
 

Hygiene  

Anyone training in Taekwon-Do shall maintain a professional appearance to include keeping your fin-

gernails and toenails clean, neat and trimmed. This is especially important when wearing the dobok. 

This will prevent injury to yourself and others you may contact.  

 

Jewelry  

When wearing the dobok all jewelry will be removed. This will prevent injury to yourself and others 

you may contact. If a wedding ring cannot be removed it must be covered with athletic tape.  

 
Belts  

There are six orders of belts: white, yellow (not referred to as gold), green, blue, red and black. The 

width of the belt is five centimeters and the thickness is five millimeters. The width of the stripe near 

the end of the belt is five centimeters. The stripe can be tape or embroidered. Black belt ranks are dis-

tinguished by Roman numerals on the belt ends. Your belt is source of pride and reflects your current 

ranking in Taekwon-Do. You should not wash your belt or replace it if it becomes worn or faded. You 

should not cause excessive wear or fading to your belt by washing or artificial means. The belt wear 

and fading of color should occur naturally through training and time. The belt will be worn around the 

waist on the hips, this is not necessarily at the narrowest point of the waist line. The belt is tied in a 

square knot and the two ends will hang even and level with each other. When standing the belt should 

not extend past your knees. During competition any student wearing their belt too high will be in-

structed to lower it to the hip level.  

 

Official ranks recognized by the USTF are:  
 

Color Belts: Should be a single wrap, but can be a double wrap belts are permis-

sible. You can calculate the size for double wrap belt making it a single wrap 

belt, for example, a size 0 will fit as a single wrap belt for students wearing a size 

1-4 dobok. There should be no double stripes, incorrectly colored tape, stars or 

any other markings on a color belt that deviates from General Choi’s belt ranking 

system. Awards from testing can be denoted in a different manner but not on the 

rank belt.  
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White belt                              10th Gup Green belt with a blue stripe  5th Gup  

White belt with a yellow stripe 9th Gup        Blue belt  4th Gup  

Yellow (not gold) belt              8th Gup       Blue belt with a red stripe  3rd Gup  

Yellow belt with a green stripe 7th Gup       Red belt  2nd Gup  

Green belt  6th Gup  Red belt with a black stripe  1st Gup  

 

Black Belts  

Single wrap black belts are mandatory. As a minimum, you must display the black belt rank at the end 

of each belt in a Roman numeral(s) and your name in English. Optionally you can add your name in 

Korean, the Korean characters for Taekwon-Do, school name and/or state. The wording should be 

kept to a minimum. There should be no stripes, stars or any other markings on a black belt that devi-

ates from General Choi’s belt ranking system. Awards from testing can be denoted in a different man-

ner but not on the rank belt. All tags and logos will be removed from the belts. The USTF does not 

recognize the “junior black belt” or “probationary black belt”. All black belts promoted in the USTF 

are referred to as black belts.  

 

Black Belt 1st to 9th Degree  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The colors of the belts have not been arbitrarily chosen. They are, in fact, steeped in tradition. The col-

ors of black, red and blue denoted the various levels of hierarchy during the Silla Dynasties.  
 

Autographs on Belts  

Only 7th degree black belt or above should sign their name on a dobok as an autograph. This is a stu-

dent’s choice and should not be a mandatory or routine practice.  

 

USTF Blues  

The USTF blues consist of the blue blazer, plain white shirt, blue trousers, blue tie/tab, socks and 

shoes. The skirt for female black belts is no longer authorized. Your personal appearance and the 

wearing of the USTF blues is a matter of pride and reflects upon all USTF, associated members. It is 

important for all to maintain a high standard of appearance and professionalism. You will adhere to 

the standards of neatness, cleanliness, and uniformity. A very important part of your image is the im-

pression that you create in how you wear your USTF blues.  
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Blue Blazer  

The blue blazer is authorized for wear by any rank. The past requirement of 4th de-

gree black belt and above is hereby rescinded. Your blazer should be worn with pride 

with the following mandatory instructions. The blazer should always be clean and 

serviceable, when it no longer fits, becomes torn, stained or discolored it must be re-

placed. The only patch authorized on the blazer is the USTF embroidered patch. To 

have the patch embroidered you must contact USTF Headquarters for guidance on 

which commercial company is authorized by law to embroider the patch. You can 

also have your current name/title embroidered above the USTF patch. You can have your title “Master 

Instructor”, “State Director”, “Instructor”, embroidered below the USTF patch. While any rank can 

wear the USTF patch on the blazer, the wear of the blue blazer with the embroidered patch becomes 

mandatory for 4th degree black belt and above. The length of your blazer should end in the mid to low-

er crotch area. This patch is trademarked by Sereff Taekwon-Do.  

 

Pins on the Blazer  

The only pins authorized on the blazer are the ITF, USTF, Dan Ranking pin and 

American Flag pin.  

 

Blue Tie/Tab  

Men must wear a blue tie and women can wear the blue tie/tab. The tie/tab can be a 

plain blue or the USTF logo tie/tab. If you are awarded the General Choi tie or a tie from another 

country that is blue that can be worn. During the USTF National Championship tournaments only a 

plain blue or the USTF tie/tab may be worn. You may add the USTF logo pin to the plain tie/tab. The 

blue tie can be either the traditional tie or a clip on tie. The proper tie length should be when standing 

that the tip of the tie should end in the middle of the waistband or belt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White Shirt  

When wearing the USTF blues you will wear a plain white shirt. The shirt can be short or long 

sleeves. Ensure the shirt is clean and presents a professional image. The shirt can be with or without 

pockets and tucked into the pants. The collar can be button down or not. It is permissible to wear a t-

shirt under the white shirt, but it must be white in color. This is mandatory if your shirt is made of a 

light, see-through material.  

  



Axe Taekwon-Do 

Axe Taekwon-Do was 
formed in 2004 at Offutt 
Air Force Base.  Grand 
Master Todd and Master 
Bushor formed Axe 
Taekwon-Do which is an 
authorized school under 
the United States 
Taekwon-Do Federation. 
 
USTF Taekwon-Do has 
been active at Offutt Air 
Force Base, Youth Center 
since 1988.  The classes 
were originally founded 
by Mr. Vince Dowd, a 3rd 
degree black belt from 
Colorado.  In  1989, the 
late Sr. Master Gary 
Meek took over the clas-
ses and renamed the 
school Meek’s Interna-
tional Taekwon-Do.  In 
2004, the school was re-
named Axe Taekwon-Do 
and Grand Master Todd 
and Master Bushor took 
over the teaching.   

Classes are taught on Tuesday & 
Thursday. 

Beginners: 5:30—6:30 pm 

Advanced: 6:30-8:00 pm 

Offutt Air Force Base Youth Center 

Building 5085 

Bellevue, Nebraska 

Phone: 402-294-5152 

 

Direct Contact Instructors 

 

Grand Master Todd  

Phone: 402-650-4399 

Email: ustfneb@cox..net 

 

Master Bushor 

Phone: 402-321-7545 

Email: kbushor@cox.net 

 Blue Pants – Belt  

When wearing the USTF blues you will plain blue pants. The skirt for fe-

males is no longer authorized. The blue pants can be pleated or plain front, 

with or without pockets. The pants should fit correctly and present a profes-

sional image. The cuff at the end of the pants can be cuffed or not. The 

pants should not be too baggy nor skin tight. If your pants require a belt, the 

belt will be plain black or brown. 

 
Shoes  

The shoes for a USTF official during a tournament are plain white non-

marking shoes. During promotion testing or special events, you may wear 

dark color dress shoe.  

 

Hair Accessories/Jewelry/ID Badges/Lanyards  

There will be no hats, scarves or other headgear worn with the USTF blues. 

Hair accessories such as fabric ties, elastic bands or barrettes should match 

the natural color of your hair. When wearing the USTF blues all jewelry 

should be kept to a minimum and maintain a professional appearance. Dur-

ing USTF Tournaments, referees may wear their referee identification 

badge denoting their referee certification and the badges are issued by the 

USTF. This badge can be worn on a lanyard or pinned to the shirt or jacket. 

The lanyard will not have any additional decorations or pins.  
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