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Mark your calendars! 2019-2020 Training and Testing Dates 
Dec 5th – No classes – Youth Center Closed May 2nd –Referee Seminar/Promotion – Harrisburg, MO 

Dec 14th – Axe Taekwon-Do Black Belt Luncheon May 28th – Axe Taekwon-Do Testing 

Dec 15th – World Camp Deposit $250 due Jun 21st – 26th – Sereff World Camp 2020 – Colorado 

Dec 19th – Axe Taekwon-Do Holiday Party & Chili Contest Aug – Kirksville Taekwon-Do Tournament – Kirksville, MO 

Dec 24th – Jan 2nd – No classes – Holiday Break Aug – Axe Taekwon-Do Testing 

Jan 7th – Classes start after the holiday break Sep – Casper Taekwon-Do Tournament – Casper, WY 

Feb 27th – Axe Taekwon-Do Testing Sep 26th – Ground Tactics Course – Harrisburg, MO 

Mar 21st – Maestas Tournament – Arvada, CO Oct – Sereff Taekwon-Do Tournament – Broomfield, CO 

Apr 18th – Axe Taekwon-Do Tournament – Offutt YC Nov - Axe Taekwon-Do Testing 

May 1st – World Camp Balance $300 due   

Axe Taekwon-Do Promotion Testing 

November 19th & 21st 2019 

 

 
Congratulations to all that tested and were promoted in 

November.  The next scheduled promotion testing will be 

in February 2020.  Start your preparation now by 

attending classes on a regular basis!  
 

USTF Cookbooks 
The USTF, Adventures Around the 

World Cooking for kicks cookbook 

is complete and ready for order.  

The cost is $10.00 per book.  

Proceeds will be used to pay for 

scholarships for needy and 

deserving students to Sereff World 

Camp, 2020.  Please place your 

order with Sr. Master Todd. 

 

 

No Classes on December 5th, 2019 

The Youth Center is closed  

 
 

 

 

Bad Weather – Class Cancellation 
Axe Taekwon-Do will not close for bad weather unless 

the Youth Center is 

closed. Typically if local 

schools are canceled or 

the base is closed the 

Youth Center will close, 

otherwise we are there 

training. You can email or 

text Sr. Master Todd at 

ustfneb@cox.net or 402-650-4399. You can also call the 

Youth Center directly at 402-294-5152. 

 

Holiday Black Belt Luncheon 

December 14th, 2019 

Pizza Ranch - Papillion 

 
 

Our annual Axe Taekwon-Do Black Belt luncheon will be 

held Saturday, Dec 14th from 1130am – 1 pm at the Pizza 

Ranch in Papillion.  All active black belts including those 

newly promoted in November are expected to attend.  

Your lunch will be provided by Axe Taekwon-Do and we 

will discuss the plans for 2020 and the future of Axe 

Taekwon-Do. 
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Annual Class Holiday Party 

December 19th, 2019 
On Thursday, December 19th, Axe Taekwon-Do will 

host our 

Annual Class 

Holiday 

Party. The 

party will run 

from 530pm 

to 815pm at 

the Youth 

Center. We 

will have our 

6th Annual 

chili contest 

and the 

winner will 

receive a free 

month of 

class. We 

hope to see 

plenty of 

entries this 

year. Once the winner has been announced all chili 

entries will be shared as part of the meal. Additionally, 

there is a voluntary “White Elephant Gift Exchange 

Party”.  

 

Welcome Back Program 

It is that time of year again where typically where we 

formally contact and invite students who have left training 

to come back to class. All of our students that have left 

Taekwon-Do for various reasons are encouraged to 

return. If they left under honorable conditions, the door is 

open for their return. If you see any of our ex-students 

please shake their hand and invite them back to class. It is 

my personal goal to continue General Choi’s and Sr. 

Grand Master Sereff’s wish to spread the art of Taekwon-

Do to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sereff World Camp 

June 21st – 26th, 2020 

Payment due to Sr. Master Todd by Dec 15, 2019 

With the advance, permission payment can extend to 

Mid-January 

The flyers were sent home which included the registration 

forms.  This is a great summer camp and is a full week 

immersed in Taekwon-Do while training in the mountains 

of Colorado. Our goal as a class is to send at least a dozen 

or more students to every camp. This camp is held every 

other year. This is an entire week of Taekwon-Do 

education, etiquette and training. It is a great way to build 

relationships with others in TKD around the world. 

Remember black belts need 8 hours of continuing 

education every year and this will more than satisfy your 

requirement.  During the camp, we spend time hiking, 

standing in a waterfall and enjoying the peaceful scenery. 

Students travel to Snow Mountain Ranch in the Rocky 

Mountains for an entire week. All students, 13 years and 

older, are invited to attend. Students under 13 may be 

permitted to go, but only with the written approval of me 

as required by the USTF. The total cost of the camp is 

$550.00 per student, which covers housing, daily meals, 

a camp T-shirt, and all training by the highest-ranked 

instructors in the USTF. A non-refundable deposit of 

$250.00 is due to me December 15th, 2019. The remaining 

portion is due by May 1st, 2020. Payments can be made 

by check or credit card. Make checks out to STKD. 

Everyone that has gone to the World Camp has had an 

amazing experience, more information soon and on the 

website!    

Holiday Break 

December 24th – January 2nd 

 
During this time we encourage all members of Axe 

Taekwon-Do to take a break and enjoy some family time 
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during the holidays.  We will return to training on January 

7th, 2020. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Choi Hong Hi 

A Taekwon-Do History Lesson Part II 

Sr. Master Todd 

In a continuation of the lengthy interview from the 

Taekwon-Do Times magazine dated January 2000.  The 

author Dr. He-Young Kimm stated there could be 

mistakes since the original interview was conducted in 

Korean.  This interview was conducted on August 1, 

1998, and again from February 27th to March 1, 1999.  It 

will be shown in the question/answer format.  Some of 

this you may have read before, but I still find it interesting.   

Dr. Kimm:  In 1959, you lead a Taekwon-Do team on a 

goodwill tour of Vietnam and the Republic of China.  

How were these trips arranged?  What was the 

significance of these demonstrations? 

Gen Choi:  In the midsummer of 1957, President Rhee 

invited President Go Din Diem to visit Korea.  On the 

official itinerary for the visit was a demonstration of 

Taekwon-Do.  While watching the demonstration, 

President Diem said, “I understand no why Korean 

soldiers are so strong and well-disciplined”.  My friend, 

General Choi, Duk Shin overheard his remarks.  Later, 

General Choi, Duk Shin was appointed Ambassador to 

Vietnam.  He asked President Diem to invite a Korean 

Taekwon-Do team to perform demonstrations in 

Vietnam.  President Diem also invited the team and we 

also received an invitation to visit the Republic of China.  

Twenty-one Taekwon-Do practitioners were selected for 

the demonstration team and received two weeks of special 

training at the Army Headquarters gymnasium.  The 

demonstration in Vietnam was a great success. We were 

invited to perform for two weeks, and in that time over 

300,000 people witnessed our demonstration.  Due to the 

success of our tour, President Diem asked us to extend our 

visit by another week.  During one of our demonstrations, 

General Tiu, the Superintendent of the Military Academy 

and later, President of Vietnam remarked, “I never 

imagined that the human body could produce such power.  

This is a martial art we should practice in Vietnam”.  The 

significance of the trip was two-fold.  The first is that for 

the first time in 5,000 years of Korean history, the culture, 

soul, and techniques of Korea were shown in a foreign 

country.  The second is that in 1962, the government of 

Vietnam officially asked Korea to send a group of 

instructors to Vietnam to instruct the military and civilian 

communities in the art of Taekwon-Do.   

Before going back to Korea, we made a stop in Taipei, 

Republic of China.  In Taipei, General Yu greeted us.  In 

his welcoming address, he said, “China and Korea have 

been brothers for a thousand years.  Taekwon-Do might 

well have been introduced to Korea by China during the 

Kija Kingdom”.  In my reply to the audience, hiding my 

ill feelings, I said, “Yes, China and Korea have been 

brother nations throughout our history.  But Taekwon-Do 

is a new martial art created by me in 1955.  There was no 

Taekwon-Do before that.”  We gave demonstrations in 

Dae Buk and in Dae Nam.  Our demonstration in Dae Buk 

was attended by many high officials of the Chinese 

government, including Chiang, Kyung Kuk, the son of the 

President, and the second most powerful man in the 

Republic.  When making the schedule for the 

demonstration, the Chinese wanted me to add time for the 

performance of Byuk Jang Sool or Kung-Fu.  We 

welcomed it because we had much confidence in our 

ability to beat the popularity of Kung-Fu.  And during the 

demonstration, we received many standing ovations 

applauding our breaking, kicking, and defense against 

weapon techniques.  The Korean Ambassador to the 

Republic of China, General Kim, Hong Il, told me “One 

year ago, I cried out of sadness because our volleyball 

team was defeated by the Chinese by one point.  But now 

I am crying out of joy because I saw that the skills of 

Taekwon-Do are far superior to those of Kung-Fu”. 

Dr. Kimm: When you organized the first Korean 

Taekwon-Do Association, what kind of challenges did 

you face? 

Gen Choi: By 1959, I was working at Army Headquarters 

in Seoul and I had more time to devote to Taekwon-Do.  I 

created the Department of Mu Do (martial arts) in the 

Army and was appointed as the first director.  In Seoul, 

one of my goals was to unify the major Taekwon-Do 

groups and form the Korea Taekwon-Do Association.  IN 

contrast to the Korea Sports Union, which emphasized 

competition.  I wanted the Korea Martial Arts Association 

to concentrate on Asian philosophy.  But the leaders of 

Judo and Kumdo had already joined the Korea Sports 

Union.  I had no choice but to join the Union as well.  In 

order to join the Union, we had to have a single name for 

the arts of kicking and punching.  While Taekwon-Do was 

http://www.bluecottagetkd.com/general.html
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widely used in the Army, Oh Do Kwan, Chung Do Kwan, 

and many civilian schools still used names like Tang Soo, 

Kong Soo or Kwon Bub. 

In the late autumn of 1959, I invited the leaders of four 

major Kwans to my home.  No, Byung Jik represented 

Cong Moo Kwan; Yoon, Kwe Byung, Ji Do Kwan; Lee, 

Nam Suk, Chang Moo Kwan, and Hwang, Ki represented 

Moo Duk Kwan.  I represented Oh Do Kwan and Chung 

Do Kwan.  I told them that we needed to unify under a 

single name in order to apply for membership to the Korea 

Sports Union.  I explained to them that Taekwon-Do was 

already well-known in the Army and that we had given 

demonstrations in Vietnam and the Republic of China 

under the name of Taekwon-Do.   

No, Byung Jik and Lee, Nam Suk persisted in using the 

name Tang Soo, and Hwang, Ki wanted to use Tang Soo.  

I told them, “I cannot understand why you insist on using 

the names of Japanese Karate.  My full purpose for this 

meeting was to get away from the Korean variations in 

pronunciation for Japanese Karate, Kong Soo and Tang 

Soo”.  Raising my voice, I said, “Now we have our own 

philosophy and techniques of Korean identity, so let’s 

unify under the name Taekwon-Do”.  Finally, the masters 

agreed and the Korea Taekwon-Do Association was 

formed.  I was elected as president of the Association.  

No, Byung Jik and Yoon, Kwe Byung were elected vice-

presidents and Hwang Ki was appointed as the chairman 

of the Board of Governors. 

It was the first time that the heads of the six major Kwans 

agreed to use the name Taekwon-Do.  While processing 

our application, the Student Uprising of April 19, 1960, 

overthrew the government of President Rhee and we lost 

our chance for admittance.  It took two more years for our 

application to be accepted. 

Dr. Kimm: On May 16, 1961, you were a participant in 

the military coup d’état that seized control of the 

government and later installed General Park, Chung Hee 

as President of Korea.  What factors led to later distancing 

yourself from him? 

Gen Choi: First, let me explain the relationship between 

General Park and me.  I was a member of the 110 

founding fathers of the Korean Army.  General Park was 

my junior and always addressed me as “Sir”.  The reason 

I joined the coup d’état was that one of my staff told me 

that General Chang, Do Young, the Chief of Staff of the 

Army, was leading this movement.  Later I found out that 

General Park only used the name of General Chang to 

convince others to join the coup.  After the coup d’état 

was successful, General Park accused General Chang of 

being a counter-revolutionary and expelled him to the 

United States.  Initially, General Park had promised the 

Korean people that he would return to the Army once the 

coup was completed.  In actuality, General Park and his 

staff were busy preparing to take over the presidency.  I 

advised General Park to keep his promise to the people 

and return to the Army as soon as possible-then the people 

will respect you forever.  Rather than taking my advice, 

he forced me to retire and appointed me Ambassador to 

Malaysia. 

Dr. Kimm: Why did the Korea Taekwon-Do Association 

change its name to the Korea Tae Soo Do Association in 

1962? 

Gen Choi: With my appointment as Ambassador to 

Malaysia in 1961, I revived the attempt to register the 

Korea Taekwon-Do Association with the Korea Sports 

Union.  By this time, a new generation of masters had 

ascended to leadership roles within the respective Kwans.  

I invited Um, Eung Kyu, President of Chung Do Kwan, 

Lee, Jong Woo, Head Instructor of Ji Do Kwan and Lee, 

Nam Suk, President of Chang Moo Kwan to my home.  

During the meeting, discussions centered on what name 

to be used.  I told them that Taekwon-Do had already been 

chosen as the name and if they wanted to discuss a new 

name, go ahead, and I left the meeting.  A few days later, 

newspapers began reporting that the name Taekwon-Do 

and been changed to Tae Soo Do and that I had been 

elected President of the Korea Tae Soo Do Association.  I 

refused to accept the position because I did not approve 

of the name change.  Anyway, I had to leave for Malaysia 

and would not be back in Korea for many years.  I 

recommended General Chae, Myung Shin for the 

position.  He received a fifth dan black belt in Taekwon-

Do from me.  To prepare for the future of Taekwon-Do, I 

ordered Um, Eung Kyu, President of Chung Do Kwan, 

Nam, Tae Hee, President of Oh Do Kwan and Hyun, Jong 

Myung, President of the Students Taekwon-Do 

Association to Form the Korea Taekwon-Do Association.  

Then I left for Malaysia. 

Dr: Kimm: What did you accomplish as the Korean 

Ambassador to Malaysia? 

Gen Choi: When I arrived in Malaysia, the people did not 

know too much about Korea.  I decided the best way to 

get them to know about Korea was through my 

Calligraphy and Taekwon-Do.  So, I sponsored an 

exhibition of my Calligraphy and displayed pictures of 

Taekwon-Do as well.  The reporters covering the opening 

were very interested in Taekwon-Do and asked me to 

demonstrate some Taekwon-Do techniques.  I stripped 

down to my t-shirt and performed some Taekwon-Do 

techniques for them.  The next day, articles and pictures 

of my demonstration appeared in newspapers.  This was 

not viewed favorably in Seoul.  Demonstrating in only a 

t-shirt was thought to be undignified for an Ambassador 

by members of the Korean government.  But, the Prime 

Minister of Malaysia, Dung Ku Rama, praised my 

exhibition of Taekwon-Do and asked me to arrange a 

Taekwon-Do demonstration for the commemoration of 

the Malay Independence Day in 1963.  The Taekwon-Do 

demonstration was broadcast over television and seen 

throughout the country of Malaysia as well as by viewers 

in neighboring countries.  Soon these countries requested 

that Taekwon-Do instructors be sent to teach their citizens 
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the martial art.  Taekwon-Do was now spreading 

throughout Southeast Asia and in each country, a national 

Taekwon-Do association was formed.   

In 1964, I flew to Saigon, Vietnam to meet with Major 

Baek, Joong Ki, the head of the Korean Taekwon-Do 

instructors in Vietnam.  The Major was a fine military 

officer and a good Taekwon-Do instructor.  He gathered 

all of the Taekwon-Do instructors in Vietnam for a 

seminar where I introduced the Tul I had created.  

Because the seminar was organized at the last minute, the 

only place we could practice was the rooftop of the hotel.  

It was terribly hot and humid.  The Korean Ambassador 

to Vietnam, General Chin, Sang Shul, came to the seminar 

and later worried about my health in such conditions.  At 

the seminar, all of the instructors learned the new Tul and 

then began to teach it in Vietnam. 

I later sent a manuscript of the new Tul to Lt. Colonel 

Woo, Jong Lim, Head of Oh Do Kwan, Chung Do Kwan 

and to the Korean Army.  By the summer of 1964, I had 

finished 20 of the 24 Tul and established a firm 

foundation of techniques and forms for the upcoming 

English Taekwon-Do textbook.  It was during this time 

the new Tul began to become popular in Southeast Asia 

and Korea. 

Dr. Kimm: In 1966 you formed the International 

Taekwon-Do Federation.  What was your purpose in 

setting up the organization and who helped you during 

this time? 

Gen Choi: In 1965, while serving as the President of the 

Korea Taekwon-Do Association, The Korean 

Ambassador to West Germany, my friend, General Choi, 

Duk Shin, told me that there was interest in having a 

Taekwon-Do demonstration team tour Europe.  He 

arranged for official invitations to be sent for the tour 

through six European and Asian countries.  I submitted 

the proper paperwork for travel expenses to the 

President’s Cabinet.  The name for the tour was “Kukki 

Taekwon-Do Goodwill Demonstration Team.”  The 

members of the team were Han, Cha Kyo, Park, Jong Soo, 

Kwon, Jae Hwa, and Kim, Joong Keun.  I was the team 

leader.  We toured Germany, Italy, Egypt, Turkey, 

Malaysia, and Singapore.  The demonstration was a great 

success and eventually led to the creation of Taekwon-Do 

associations in the tour countries.  On March 22, 1966, 

representatives from nine countries gathered in Seoul to 

form the International Taekwon-Do Federation.  Mr. Kim, 

Jong Phil, the Chairman of the ruling Kong Hwa Dang 

party, was elected as honorary President and I was elected 

as President. Lee, Han Ra, the Malaysian Secretary of 

Commerce and Industry, was elected as Vice President.  

Um, Eung Kyu as Secretary-General, and Lee, Jong Woo 

as Chairman of the Technical Committee.  The 

establishment of the International Taekwon-Do 

Federation was the first time in Korean history that an 

international organization was created with headquarters 

in Korea and with a Korean serving as President. 

The charter countries of the International Taekwon-Do 

Federation were Korea, Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, 

West Germany, The United States of America, Turkey, 

Italy, and Egypt.  The organization grew very rapidly to 

30 member countries in just two years.   

Dr. Kimm:  How did Taekwon-Do become so popular 

and widely practiced during the Vietnam War? 

Gen Choi: Vietnam was the first foreign country where 

Taekwon-Do was taught on such a large scale.  As I 

previously mentioned, President Go Din Diem was 

greatly impressed with our Taekwon-Do exhibition in 

1959 and requested instructors to teach the Vietnamese 

military.  The first group of Taekwon-Do instructors was 

led by Major Nam, Tae Hee and arrived in Vietnam in 

1962.  These instructors taught Taekwon-Do to the 

Vietnamese military, civilians and to Korean and other 

foreign soldiers stationed in Vietnam.  As the war 

escalated, the number of instructors sent to Vietnam grew.  

By 1973, 647 Taekwon-Do instructors had been sent to 

Vietnam.  With them, they took the advances in 

techniques and new Tul that had been developed.  The 

strength of Taekwon-Do training in Korean soldiers had a 

psychological affect on the Viet Cong.  Through 

Taekwon-Do training, Korean soldiers had developed 

excellent physical conditioning, a strong mentality, and 

superior combat techniques.  The leaders of the Viet Cong 

advised their troops to retreat, rather than fight, if they 

came into contact with Korean soldiers.  Ironically, 

Taekwon-Do experienced great growth because of the 

war.  Many foreign soldiers who learned Taekwon-Do in 

Vietnam, later invited their instructors to visit them in 

their native country.  Through Vietnam, many instructors 

gained the opportunity to teach Taekwon-Do throughout 

the world. 

 

More information will be shared in future months 

including: 

- Exiled from Korea 

- Living in Canada in exile, spreading TKD 

- Visiting North Korea for TKD demonstration in the 80s 

- Introducing TKD to Japan 

- Spreading TKD through the world 

 

More to share in future newsletters. 

 

 


