
Axe Taekwon-Do Newsletter April 2017 
 

Upcoming Events 
Apr 22 – Axe TKD Tournament - Youth Center Aug 19 – Axe TKD Promotion Testing - Youth Center  

May 9 – Axe TKD Black Belt Testing – Youth Center Aug 26 – Kirksville TKD Tournament – Kirksville, MO  

May 11 – Axe TKD Color Belt Testing - Youth Center Sep 9 – Promotion Testing - Broomfield, CO 

May 20 – USTF Breaking Seminar – Battle Ground, WA Sep 16 – Martin’s TKD Tournament – Casper, WY 

Jun 24-25 – USTF National Tournament – Broomfield, CO Nov 18 – Axe TKD Promotion Testing - Youth Center  

Jul 22 – USTF Technical Seminar – Broomfield, CO  

 
Axe Taekwon-Do Tournament –   

By Sr. Master Todd 

Our 10th Annual Tournament will be held at the 

Offutt Youth Center on Saturday, April 22nd, 2017.  

For this event, all students need to attend.  

Remember you have a requirement to participate in 

at least one tournament per year.  This is a USTF 

sanctioned event.  That means that you will only be 

competing against other USTF schools and students.  

This tournament will feature individual patterns and 

sparring competition.  This year we will also have 

team breaking.  Team breaking will consists of 

teams of 3 breakers who must be green stripe or 

above.  Each student on the team will perform one of 

the required breaks; downward punch (knife hand 

for peewees), side piercing kick or midair 180 back 

piercing kick (blue stripes and below will perform 

turning back piercing kick).  You are awarded one 

point per board broken.   

We will create divisions according to your belt rank 

and age.  It will be fair and fun!  We have schools 

travelling from Colorado, Wyoming, Missouri, 

Texas, Kansas and Mississippi.  Ensure you plan on 

attending to make this our biggest event ever!  A 

cover letter and registration forms will be sent home. 

 

Axe Taekwon-Do Promotion Testing: 

We will conduct testing on two different nights in 

May.  Due to my travel schedule for Taekwon-Do, I 

simply do not have available weekends in May.  On 

Tuesday, May 9th we will conduct a black belt 

testing.  On Thursday May 11th we will conduct a 

color belt testing.  We will be notifying students 

prior to the end of April if they are ready to test.  All 

students should prepare as if they are testing, unless 

informed otherwise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maestas Tournament: 

Congratulations to all students that travelled to 

Arvada, Colorado in March for the Maestas 

Tournament.  We had a great showing and overall 

our school finished in 2nd place.    Again, congrats to 

all! 

 

Making financial decisions on travel:   
(By Sr. Master Todd) 

If you are trying to decide on the next few events I 

would suggest the following.  The June 24-25th 

USTF Nationals is THE event for you to attend for 

2017.   This is our organizations event that is held 

every other year.   

 

We will be going to the USTF International 

Championship tournament in Broomfield, Colorado 

June 24th and 25th.  In 2015 it was in Boston.  

There will be students from all over the world, and 

it's a two-day event.  We have been to a couple of 

these large events, and they are very exciting and 

fun.  Whether you compete or watch it’s an 

experience you won’t forget!  The USTF will ensure 

it is a safe and coordinated event for all.  There will 

be patterns and sparring for all, and breaking for 

black belts, 16 years old or older.  The tournament 

will start with color belts at 9am on Saturday June 

24th.    

 

Black Belts MUST pre-register.  All adults must 

weigh-in on Friday, June 23rd between 3pm-7pm 

(Denver time).  Color belts need to pre-register, but 

if there are last minute signups, we can add them on 

the 23rd.   All Axe students will pre-register.  The 

pre-registration form and payment must be turned 

into me by June 1st, 2017.  

 

 

  

 

 



  

Remember another event is the July 22nd, USTF 

Technical Seminar, however this is only for our 

black belts.  If you are a black belt and have to pick 

between one of these two events, USTF Nationals or 

the Technical Seminar, please contact me.  There are 

plenty of other opportunities this year for travel.  

Black belts remember you must attend some type of 

USTF course every year to obtain 8 hours of 

continuing education.  Tournaments do not count for 

this 8-hour requirement.  Typically, we have great 

attendance travelling to events by our black belts, we 

need to have the color belts start travelling also.  

Again, if you have questions please contact me.   

 

Respect – by Sr. Master Todd 

  

One of the most annoying problems that I deal with 

almost daily is a lack of respect.  People interrupt 

each other, cut you off in traffic or talk over you 

while you are still talking.  The list continues but 

you probably get my point, there is a lack of 

common respect.  Try and observe when you are out 

in public and watch for it, it won’t take long for you 

to see how people are so rude and have a common 

lack of respect for others.  This will not occur in the 

world of Taekwon-Do.   

 

When you decided to join the world of Taekwon-Do 

you signed up for a lot more than just learning self-

defense and starting a new form of exercise.  The 

world of Taekwon-Do encourages and demands 

respect.  It's my job as your instructor to ensure if 

you get nothing else out of Taekwon-Do you learn 

respect and self-confidence.  It begins on your first 

day with no longer calling each other by the first 

name.  Everyone is called by their title and last 

name, there are no exceptions.  If you look at day 

care centers, other institutions to include some 

churches and schools, they may allow titles such as 

Mr. Kevin, Ms. April or Father Bob.  Why?  I see it 

as lack of respect or worse in my opinion they are 

trying to be respectful but don’t want to offend 

anyone with too much respect.  Regardless, we have 

not and will not change, nor should any martial art.  

Could you see Sergeant Kevin or Colonel April 6, 

2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me point out a few more areas of respect for you: 

- Stand attention when talking to a senior. 

- Pay attention when a senior is addressing you 

or the group, do not talk why they are 

talking. 

- If out in public the rules for respect remain 

the same, always.  Example, Mr. Bushor 

doesn’t become Kevin when in public. There 

is one exception to this rule.  Seniors can 

address juniors by first name.  I typically 

don’t do this but the rules of etiquette in 

Taekwon-Do do allow this to occur. 

- If students are sitting at a table and their 

instructor approaches all will immediately 

stand until instructed otherwise, not the half 

stand knowing your senior will say stay 

seated, stand up quickly. 

- Any time you are dining with your instructor 

or seniors you must wait for the senior 

member to eat/drink first.  This is a common 

area people forget.    

- Do not stand or leave the dining table 

without permission. 

- Do not arrive at Taekwon-Do events for 

dinner with uninvited guests. 

- The senior should sit in the middle of a table 

for testing, dinner, etc. 

- Maintain proper language and be respectful.  

Do not talk just to be talking, allow the 

senior to guide the discussion.  They (the 

senior) should be doing most of the talking. 

- Always, always, always address Taekwon-

Do people with the proper title. 

- Be a good listener, don’t cut off conversation 

and before offering your opinion, IF asked, 

think carefully before responding. 

- Do not point fingers or touch others 

unnecessarily during conversation, this isn’t 

a fun old time and you can’t slap each other 

on the arm, leg, etc.  Remain respectful. 

- If emailing, ensure you use appropriate 

language. 

- When shaking hands the senior should 

initiate the handshake, a junior should never 

extend their hand first. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

- Have a firm grip when shaking hands, but do 

not try to impress people with your strength. 

- Be on time, every time for all events.  Being 

late is a sign that you do not respect others 

time, or that your time is more valuable than 

others. 

- Remember you can never be too respectful.   

- Be respectful of your parents and teachers, 

always.  You will be surprised how well this 

will work for you. 

 

These guidelines are expanded on our website listed 

below.  I found during my military career that being 

respectful was always a most valuable trait.  In 

Taekwon-Do it is demanded.  I don’t do this to build 

my character, I do it to build yours.  Your Taekwon-

Do skill isn’t what people remember about you, it's 

your character. 

 

There is a good guide to read about etiquette in 

Taekwon-Do on our webpage at 

http://www.axetkd.com/Etiquette.html 
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