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Mark your calendars! 2019 Training and Testing Dates 
Oct 19th – USTF Referee Seminar – Axe Taekwon-Do, NE Dec 15th – World Camp Deposit $250 due 

Oct 31st – No classes on Halloween Dec TBD – Axe Taekwon-Do Black Belt Luncheon 

Nov 2nd – USTF Step Sparring Seminar – Grand Rapids, MI Dec 19th – Axe Taekwon-Do Holiday Party & Chili Contest 

Nov 19th – Axe Taekwon-Do Color Belt Testing – Offutt YC Dec 24th – Jan 2nd – No classes – Holiday Break 

Nov 21st - Axe Taekwon-Do Black Belt Testing – Offutt YC May 1st – World Camp Balance $300 due 

Nov 28th – No classes on Thanksgiving Jun 21st – 26th – Sereff World Camp 2020 – Colorado 

USTF Referee Seminar 

Axe Taekwon-Do – Offutt Youth Center 

The USTF Referee Seminar will be taught by Sr. Master 

Todd at the Offutt Youth Center on 

Saturday, October 19th, 2019.  The 

course will feature a new and hopefully 

exciting format and it will run from 10 

am to 6 pm.  You must be a red belt to 

attend for certification (blue belt red 

stripe if an adult student). The price is 

$75 for initial certification and/or 

upgrade and $50 for a refresher. Please 

see the flyer for details.   The following 

students must attend to remain promotion eligible.  

Requiring Class B certification:  Ms. Kayla Matos and 

Mr. Dawsen Ragone.  Requiring Class C certification:  

Mr. Blasey, L., Ms. Ostrander, Mr. Blasey, J., Mr. 

Gargas, P., Mr. Garber, A., Ms. Linder, Mr. Matos, Kiel, 

Mr. Matos, K., Ms. Loftus, Mr. Garber, D., Ms. Garber, 

Mr. Jensen, Ms. Param, Mr. Grgas, Mr. Callison and 

Mrs. Grgas.  Eligible for a refresher:  Master Bushor, 

Ms. Bowing, Mrs. Ragone, Mr. Toppi, Mrs. Buckley, Mr. 

Buckley, Ms. Chamberlin, Ms. Ragone, Mrs. Duralia, Ms. 

Grant, Mrs. Chamberlin, and Ms. Buckley.  There will 

also be students attending from other schools since this is 

a USTF event.  This event qualifies for 8 hours of 

continuing education credit for black belts.   

http://www.axetkd.com/Courses/RefereeCourseApplicati

on.pdf 

 

No Classes on Halloween 
October 31, 2019 

 

Blasts from the Pasts 
Does anyone recognize these students? 

 

 

http://www.axetkd.com/Courses/RefereeCourseApplication.pdf
http://www.axetkd.com/Courses/RefereeCourseApplication.pdf
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USTF Step Sparring Seminar 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
The USTF Step Sparring Seminar will be taught by 

Master Bushor in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan on November 2nd, 2019.  

The course is open to all ranks. The 

price is $75 for initial certification and 

$50 for a refresher. This event 

qualifies for 8 hours of continuing 

education credit for black belts.   

 

 

 

Axe Taekwon-Do Promotion Testing 

November 2019 

Due to the large number of students that will be testing for 

black belt and color belt ranks we will split the testing into 

two different nights.  The color belt testing will be held 

on Tuesday, November 19th.  The black belt testing will 

be held on Thursday, November 21st.  The tests will be 

held at the Offutt Youth Center and start at 545 pm.   

  

USTF Cookbooks 
The USTF, Adventures Around the World Cooking for 

kicks cook book is complete and ready for order.  The cost 

is $10.00 per book.  Proceeds will be used to pay for 

scholarships for needy and deserving students to Sereff 

World Camp, 2020.  Please place your order with Sr. 

Master Todd. 

No Classes on Thanksgiving 
November 28th, 2019 

  
 

Holiday Black Belt Luncheon 

December 2019 

Time & Date to be determined 

 

Our annual Axe 

Taekwon-Do Black 

Belt luncheon will 

probably be held one of 

the first two weekends 

in December.  Your 

lunch will be provided 

by Axe Taekwon-Do and we will discuss the plans for 

2020 and the future of Axe Taekwon-Do. 

 

Annual Class Holiday Party 

December 19th, 2019 
On Thursday, December 19th, Axe Taekwon-Do will host 

our Annual Class 

Holiday Party. The 

party will run from 

545pm to 815pm at the 

Youth Center. We will 

have our 6th Annual 

chili contest and the 

winner will receive a 

free month of class. We hope to see plenty of entries this 

year. Once the winner has been announced all chili entries 

will be shared as part of the meal. Additionally, there is a 

voluntary “White Elephant Gift Exchange Party”. More 

details will be sent home as those decisions are finalized. 

 

Holiday Break 

December 24th – January 2nd 

During this time we encourage all members of Axe 

Taekwon-Do to take a break and enjoy some family time 

during the holidays.  We will return to training on January 

7th, 2020. 
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Sereff World Camp 

June 21st – 26th, 2020 

Colorado 

 

In 2020 - Sereff World Camp.  We will have the flyers 

sent home soon. This is a great summer camp and is a full 

week immersed in Taekwon-Do while training in the 

mountains of Colorado. Our goal as a class is to send at 

least a dozen or more students to every camp. This camp 

is held every other year. We will be discussing more in-

depth in class and I will schedule a meeting for any 

parents with questions.   

 

This is an entire week emerged in Taekwon-Do education, 

etiquette and training. It is a great way to build 

relationships with others in TKD around the world. 

Remember black belts need 8 hours of continuing 

education every year and this will more than satisfy your 

requirement. During the camp, we spend time hiking, 

standing in a waterfall and enjoying the peaceful scenery. 

Students travel to Snow Mountain Ranch in the Rocky 

Mountains for an entire week. All students, 13 years and 

older, are invited to attend. Students under 13 may be 

permitted to go, but only with the written approval of me 

as required by the USTF. The total cost of the camp is 

$550.00 per student, which covers housing, daily meals, 

a camp T-shirt, and all training by the highest ranked 

instructors in the USTF. A non-refundable deposit of 

$250.00 is due to me December 15th, 2019. The remaining 

portion is due by May 1st, 2020. Payments can be made 

by check or credit card. Make checks out to STKD. 

Everyone that has gone to the World Camp has had an 

amazing experience, more information soon and on the 

website!   

 
 

General Choi Hong Hi 

A Taekwon-Do History Lesson 

Sr. Master Todd 

I am sharing some of the lengthy interview from the 

Taekwon-Do Times magazine dated January 2000.  The 

author Dr. He-Young Kimm stated there could be 

mistakes since the original interview was conducted in 

Korean.  This interview was conducted on August 1, 1998 

and again from February 27th to March 1, 1999.  It will be 

shown in the question/answer format.  Some of this you 

may have read before, but I still find it interesting.   

Dr. Kimm:  General Choi, thank you for granting my 

request for an interview.  One of the interesting facts that 

I have heard about you is that you have two names and 

two birthdays.  Is this true? 

General Choi:  Yes, they are both true.  I was born in 

Korea on November 9, 1918.  At the time the Korean 

calendar was based on the moon’s cycle, each month 

having 27 or 28 days.  In the 1960’s Korea switched to the 

Western calendar; one based on the sun’s cycle, with each 

month having 30 to 31 days.  According to the western 

calendar my birthday is on December 22.  So, though I 

have two birthdays, November 9, 1918 is the one I have 

chosen to celebrate.  As for my names, the first is Choi, 

Hong Hi, given to me by my father at the time of my birth.  

My other name is Taekwon-Do given to me by God in 

1955. 

Dr. Kimm: How did you begin your martial arts training? 
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General Choi: My training was sparked by a famous 

incident during the Japanese occupation of Korea.  In 

1930, a group of Japanese students taunted and harassed 

a group of Korean female students on a train bound for 

Kwang Ju city.  Upon its arrival in Kwang Ju, angry and 

outraged Korean students surrounded the Japanese 

students and beat them severely.  Later, the Japanese 

police came and ruthless crushed the Korean student 

defenders.  Word of this incident spread rapidly through 

Korea.  To protest the outrageous acts of the Japanese 

students and police, students staged strikes and walkouts 

in schools throughout the country.  In the school I 

attended, I was one of the leaders of the protest 

movement, and planned and directed a student walkout at 

my school.  For this, I was expelled from the Japanese 

school system.  My father, strongly anti-Japanese but also 

concerned about my future, urged me to study Chinese 

characters and the art of Calligraphy.  He felt that one day 

I could get a job making tombstones using these skills.  

So, I went to student with Master Han, Il Dong, and a 

renowned calligrapher.  I also learned Taek Kyun, my first 

martial art, from him. 

Dr Kimm:  What was your motivation for going to 

Japan? And why did you start Karate training? 

General Choi:  I studied Calligraphy and Chinese 

characters for seven years.  My father became satisfied 

with the level of skill and proficiency I had achieved.  It 

was during this time that I became interested in learning 

more about Western culture, sciences and laws.  Some of 

my friends were studying about the West in Japan.  

During their vacations home, they told me of their studies 

and encouraged me to join them in Japan.  So that’s how 

I decided to go to Japan.  A few days before I was to 

depart for Japan I lost all of my money in a card game.  

This was the money I was to use to live and travel in 

Japan.  I begged Mr. Hur to return some of the money I 

lost to him.  He refused, telling me the purpose of playing 

cards was to make money, not give it away.  As he stood 

to leave, I picked up an ink bottle that was nearby and 

flung it at him.  The bottle struck him in the forehead and 

knocked him unconscious.  As the ink and blood flowed 

down his face, I took the money from his pocket and ran 

home.  A couple days later I arrived in Kyoto, Japan.  I 

knew that I would never be able to go back to my 

hometown without learning some form of self-defense.  I 

first though about learning to box but my friend, Kim, 

Hyung Soo convinced me to watch a Karate class with 

him at Dong Dai Sa University.  A few days afterwards I 

began to practice Karate. 

Dr. Kimm:  How did you end up in the Japanese Army?  

And what happened for you to be charged with treason 

and put in a prison? 

General Choi:  By the end of 1942, I among others, 

believed that Japan was going to lose the war, so it would 

have been very foolish to join the Japanese Army.  But, 

by this time, most Korean students in Japan were 

prevented from going to school and forced into the Army.  

Many of us went into hiding, moving from inn to inn, in 

order to escape being drafted.  The police finally caught 

up with me and forced me to join the Japanese Army on 

October 20, 1943.  I was sent back to Seoul to join other 

drafted Korean students for basic training in Seoul 

National University.  We were then sent to the 42nd Unit 

of the Pyung Yang Division.  There was much resistance 

among the ranks.  I was part of a group of 30 Korean 

student-soldiers that decided to try to escape to the Baek 

Doo Mountains located on the Manchurian-Korean 

border. There we would join the Underground Korean 

Liberation Army and fight against the Japanese occupiers.  

Our plan to escape failed.  We were all arrested and tried 

for treason.  Initially, I received a seven year prison term.  

But later, the sentence was changed and I was to be 

executed on August 18, 1945.  Just three days before my 

execution, my country was liberated from the Japanese 

occupation forces.  On August 15, 1945, I walked out of 

Pyung Yang Prison. 

Dr. Kimm:  After you were commissioned as a Second 

Lieutenant in the Korean Army, you were assigned to the 

Fourth Regiment in Kwang Ju city.  Please tell us of your 

responsibilities and experiences in Kwang Ju. 

General Choi: When I arrived at the Fourth Regimental 

Headquarters in Kwang Ju, I found that the local police 

forces were very well organized.  They had already 

assembled a larger force and acquired more power and 

authority that we in in the Army.  Frequently, police 

officers arrested military personnel on minor charges and 

beat them for punishment.  This was intolerable and as a 

result, I ordered that no personnel could travel outside of 

the military compound alone.  Furthermore, I included the 

practice of Tang Soo (Karate) as part of the military 

training regimen.  But my conscience felt shame over the 

decision to teach Karate.  As a man, I despised the 

Japanese, so how could I teach Karate to my Korean 

soldiers?  This is when I began my research in martial arts.  

I wanted to create a new Korean martial art that was based 

on scientific movement and contained a mentality to fit 

Korean soldiers.  I researched and practiced and refined 

this new art for nine years.  In 1955, I created the Korean 

martial art of Taekwon-Do.   

 

More information will be shared in future months 

including: 

-General Choi actions during the Korean war 

-Creating the 29th Infantry Division 

-Earning the praise of the Korean President 

-Naming the new martial art Taekwon-Do 

-Spreading beyond Korea with Taekwon-Do 

 

There is so much more to share in the future newsletters. 

 

 


